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Editorial 

Welcome to this edition of Nulli and a huge thank you to all who have contributed articles this 

time.  I hope you all enjoy reading about the sections activities and looking at the many 

photographs included with the reports.  Contributions are always welcome, not just from 

sections but also from friends and families.  I would appreciate any for the next Nulli by the 

end of the first week of January, but I understand that this may not be possible so as soon as 

possible thereafter would make me very happy.  Post or hand deliver to Sue de Boeck, 97 

Constance Road Whitton, TW2 7HX or email to suedeboeck@hotmail.com.   

  

Sue  
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Presidents Patter – Summer/Autumn 2018 
 

Farewell Gwladys! – a Good Supporter! 
                                               
                                                                                     
 
 
 
 

It is with great sadness we learnt of the passing of Gwladys Bailey recently.  
Gwladys spent a great deal of her life helping others and was a joiner-in of a number of local 
activities.  She enjoyed Square dancing and was a staunch member of the Heathfield TWG 
but above all, for us, she was a good and loyal Supporter.  She was proud to be a member of 
the 2nd Whitton “Jumblies” (those who regularly staffed our bi-annual Jumble Sales) and 
helped at both our Autumn Bazaar and Summer Fete.  Before we were able to raise funds 
from rugby parking, the Group’s income came from these sources and depended on the 
voluntary time given by folk such as Gwladys, whom I regard as a Good Supporter. 
The Chapel at the Hanworth Crematorium was crowded, a fine testament to her popularity. 
Our thoughts are with Nigel, Angela, and Martin and their families at this sad time. 
 

Down Memory Lane! 
Whilst on a four day break in Somerset a couple of weeks ago we were able to catch up with 
some old Group friends.  Reg Hankey, a scout of many moons ago, visits Bisley to shoot each 
year and we meet up for lunch.  This year he was unable to do so but as he lives near Yeovil 
he was pleased to meet for a change in his locale and with his wife Kay was able to show us 
some of the local beauty spots.  The following day we visited Sherborne and spent time over 
coffee and cake chatting with Veronica Williams (wife of Pat Williams, previous GSL and Our 
Show producer).  We spent a very pleasant time with her just “catching-up”.     
 

So that’s what they got up to! 
By all reports the 2nd Whitton camping and sleep-over Sections thoroughly enjoyed their times 
spent away this summer.  Whether near or far, under canvas or in bunk beds in a building, the 
fine weather allowed our Leaders to involve the young people in an excellent variety of outdoor 
activities.  The “Out” in sc”out”ing was properly realised and I hope you will be able to read 
accounts of what they got up to elsewhere in this edition of “Nulli”.  Of course parents need no 
reminding that all these camps are only possible because of the Leaders dedication and their 
willingness to use a portion of their Annual Leave to take our young members away.     
 

They want to join but ---  
Once, not so long ago, the 2nd Whitton Scout Group boasted three Beaver Colonies, three 
Cub Packs, and three Scout Troops.  The loss of Adult Leaders meant that we were unable to 
sustain one of each of the sections, which was sad because we could not offer the chance of 
enjoying Scouting to as many youngsters as we would like.  Recently there has been a surge 
in the number of those families wishing their children to join the group in all Sections.  This 
may be partly due to the Bear Grylls effect but more likely it is the fact the word has spread 
locally that due to its small but excellent Leader teams who provide a wide and exciting variety 
of activities, parents are keen for their children to join our Group to share in those wonderful 
times.  The Group is still able to maintain its numerical strength only because the two Beaver 
Colonies and more recently two Yellow Cub Packs are run as back to back meetings by the 
leader teams on those nights, a busy time for all involved, so well done!   
 

None of this would be possible if it were not for -- 

 The QM team who once more “got out” and “put away” all the equipment required for 

two cub camps, two scout camps and two Beaver sleep-overs.  

 Those who over the past few months have developed the HQ site behind the QM and 

Project Buildings by providing a horizontal climbing wall and permanent garden area. 
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 All those who continue to work so hard to enable the Group to properly function both 

financially and practically and providing a first class Scouting facility for all those 

prepared to take part  

 THANK YOU ALL! 

 

‘Til next year (where has this one gone?), bye! 
Geoff Benge 
Group President 

 

Bird Troop 
 

Birds have been keeping busy since the last Nulli and numbers remain in the high 30’s!  We 

have had to say goodbye to some fantastic Scouts, but we would like to wish them all the very 

best in their future endeavours and would like to give a warm welcome to all our new Scouts.  
 

We would also like to give a special thank you to Steve Lywood, who has stepped down as 

Bird troop Leader.  He has dedicated years to running Bird troop and has been an exceptional 

asset to the Group, with his involvement in running our Family Fun Days, helping with Father 

and Son Camps, being Stage Manager for our Gang Shows and being a fantastic role model 

for our Scouts over the years.  We look forward to keeping Steve on the team and wish Josh 

Wallis the best of luck as the new leader. 

 

Over the term we have enjoyed a 

mixture of indoor activities and 

outings to work towards badges 

and to gain skills for life.  The 

Scouts have given presentations 

on their hobbies, which included 

everything from Lego and 

Origami to Guitar and Cooking.  Their presentation skills were fantastic and the hobbies badge 

has been well earned by all who presented.   
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We have created our own bottle rockets and had fun launching them at Marble Hill Park.   

 

 

We have been rowing along the River Thames and have 

worked hard to improve our navigation skills ready for Day 

Prowl.   

 

 

 

 

We have also spent time working towards 

our First Aid Badge and improving our 

pioneering. 

 

 

 

 

We have been on a number of nights away this term.  The first being a night at a Hostel, before 

taking part in Day Prowl.  We had a lovely time exploring the beautiful village of Shere, where 

we climbed a Jacobs ladder, and played a great game of Frisbee in the countryside and 

warmed up our walking boots before taking part in the annual Day Prowl around Peaslake. 

 

We had an action packed time at Thames Young Mariners for the Water Weekend where the 

Scouts took part in a number of Water activities.  They built and raced rafts, sailed, kayaked, 

rowed and took part in a Dragon Boat Race.  We also had a great turn out for Borough camp 

this year, joining forces with Animals and came first in the Football and Volleyball competition 

with an exceptional display of teamwork and hard work! 
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To top the year off we had an incredible Summer Camp this year, the weather could not have 

been better for our week bursting with activities at Cranham Scout Activity Centre in 

Gloucestershire.   
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Our older Scouts did a fantastic job on their Expedition for their Chief Scout’s Gold award and 

also had the opportunity to go gliding for an evening.  Throughout the week we canoed up the 

River Wye, visited Sanford lido, had a visit from a falconry expert, Geocached, went Laser 

shooting, tubing and we even tried our hands at Wrestling!  The Scouts took part in a Ready, 

Steady, Cook challenge and built their own shelters to sleep in. It is safe to say that not many 

Scouts stayed awake for the journey home! 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the next term we will 

look forward to an 

Apprentice style activity in 

Windsor, followed by 

Scuba diving, attending 

Scarefest and trialling the 

new Pods at Walton Firs 

Activity Centre.  We will 

also be visiting Ham 

House, go shooting and get 

involved with the local 

Food Bank amongst many 

other activities. 

 

 

Bird Troop Leader Team 
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LAKES & RIVERS BEAVER SCOUT COLONIES 
 

The Beavers certainly made the most of the fabulous weather over the summer months! 

Our weekly meetings have included Pirates of the Caribbean, Groovy Gardens, World Cup 

and High Street n’ Chips! 

 

 
 

In May – the Beavers started working towards their Gardeners Badge, planting various 

seeds, flowers and veggies in preparation 

for the new 2nd Whitton Garden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In June – a great evening was spent 

ringoing and sledging at the Sandown Ski 

Centre. 
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In the same month - 24 of our older members 

descended on Broadstone Warren in the Ashdown 

Forest for the Adventure Challenge Sleepover.  The 

weekend was action-packed with the Beavers 

experiencing activities such as den building, low ropes, 

a traverse wall, sledging, inflatable fun run, a night walk, 

wide games and a campfire.  Grateful thanks are due to 

the Leader Team, particularly Suzanne who cooked for 

us and Parents – Paul Jones, Matt Briggs, Amanda Lloyd, 

Sarah Glassett and Alison Randall who gave up their 

weekend to act as Team Leaders for the event. 
 

In July - If you went down to the woods in Normandy 

you would have found 25 of our Beavers enjoying their 

annual Day Camp at the 1st Normandy Scout HQ.  

Activities included a Wide Game, Treasure Hunt, Boat 

Building followed by a keenly contested race – all 

finished off with rousing camp fire.  A great day was 

had by all and all those that attended achieved the 

Explore and Outdoor Challenge Badge – Well done! 

 

Following on from our busy Day Camp – 10 of our younger Beavers brought along a Mum 

or Dad to the “Beaver and Parent” Sleepover.  Having designed fantastic banners for 

each of their tents, the group were split into 2 teams and challenged to build a catapult 

to fire tennis balls & water bombs.  Thanks to Andrew for organising and a big well done 

to Dad – Alan and Beaver – Joshua who were the overall team challenge winners. 

 

You would think the pace would have slowed as we moved into Autumn but not likely!  
 

Despite the rain the Beavers had a great time at the 

District “Super Hero” Fun Day at Walton Firs last 

weekend.  Activities included cape and mask making, 

smash the Kryptonite and much much more!   
 

To top it off 2nd Whitton’s entry of Super Beaver – 

the Helping Hand Hero – won the annual Richmond 

District Friendship Cup. A big pat on the back to us 

all!   
 

Big Thanks to our own “Super Heroes” – Rachel, Rob, 

Alan, Robyn, Jodie, Mark, James, Eve, Joshua and 

Oliver for all their help throughout the day. 

 

This month we have also “saddled up” with three sessions of pony riding in Bushy Park. 

Not only did the Beavers get the opportunity to ride – they also got some hands on 

experience of grooming and feeding the horses as well. 
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Thanks to Alan for organizing and the volunteers at Park Lane Stables, Teddington for 

making it happen.     

 

 
 

We are pleased to welcome the following new recruits and their families to 2nd Whitton 

and hope that they enjoy their time with us. 

 

To Lakes: Oliver Dixon, Jay Ruparelia, William Woodall, Troy Quinn, Kane Quinn, Oliver 

Coomer, Fin Jones, Oscar Maidment, Jesse Weekes, Oliver Richardson, Mary 

Varghese, Dexter Noden, Hugo Suire and Jude Emmerson. 

 

To Rivers: Kristina Sullivan, Salawe Notley, Erin Thorton, Nicholas Gradowski, Jacob 

Watkins-Stacey, Ursula Fairway, Elouise Layton, Flynn Higginson, Alfie de 

Wet Steyn, Lani Wride, Nathan Chilcott, Penny Lloyd, Joah Cohen, Sam 

Cohen and Poppy Hartwell. 

 

As we lead up to Christmas - there are more exciting times ahead with a Goosebumps 

evening, involvement in the Whitton Remembers – First World War community Art 

Project and a visit to Snakes & Ladders.  We also look forward to supporting the Group 

Carol Sing Song in December.  

 

Until next time 

Nikki 
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Green Pack Report 
We had a busy time before summer camp taking part in many activities, including wide games 

in Bushey Park, as well as water games and our annual family BBQ at HQ. 

 

This year’s summer camp was “Explorer Camp” with each of the tents picking Explorers 

names. 

The tents were called The Indianas, the Apollos and the Bear Grylls 

 

At camp we fried sausages, cooked cookies, went for hikes, had a day out at the beach and 

played games in the pool, had camp fires (using a fan/blower with plastic tied to the fan as real 

fires were banned), shelter building and cartoon drawing and lots of Cub Scouting. 
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A BIG thank you from me and the cubs to all the leaders for all their time and effort at camp.  

A really good camp and we had sun this year  
 

   

    

 

We were sad to say “Goodbye” to Joshua Sharma and Thea Peck wish them well in the future 

in Scouting or outside of Scouting, but we were happy to say “Hello” to Tom Sheehy, Joshua 

Briggs, Oliver Samuel, Charlie Clarke, Elsa Clarke, David Varghese, Arush Modak, William 

Ton, Devan Sharma, Jaskaran Dosanjh and Kavin Joshi welcome them and their families into 

Green pack 

 

Let me take this early opportunity to wish you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
 

Akela Green Pack...David                  
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Hello Everyone. 
 
Once again Yellow pack have been very busy.  Thanks must go to our small but very dedicated leader 
team.  As I write this I am preparing a trip to the great Cockrow Railway; I will report on this in the next 
Nulli.  
 
The Weekly meetings continue to be very busy.  This week Alan organised Ready Steady Cook.  Last 
week we completed the Cyclist badge, and the week before we learned about the history in Crane Park, 
with a quiz around the park.  Thanks to parents who have helped on all these occasions; without the 
parents we would have not been able to do some of these activities. 
 
Going back to before the end of term many more extra activities were organised by Alan, including 
many cinema trips to see the latest films, a visit to Thames Young Mariners, and a rather tough walk 
up the edge of Box hill.  Also a trip to Chessington World of adventures for the winners of the points for 
the Term. 
 
Friday pack evenings also carried on being busy, including a Gardening evening, Family BBQ, Wide 
game in Bushy Park, Caving (made out of cardboard boxes) Bowling, and a rugby evening.  
 
New Cubs: 
Welcome to Sami and Zain Abdul-Rahman, James LaySion, Sam Nagy, Pablo Gomez, Dylan, Singh 
Reece Reehal, Carolyn Sokolowska, Alfred Kryzaniak, Oliver De Soyres. 
 
Badges gained since July: 
Cyclist badge, Cooking badge, Backwoods cooking, Adventure award, Gardening, Equestrian badge, 
Martial arts badge, Leadership challenge badge. 
 
Cub Camp: 
This year yellow pack attended Bentley Copse scout site.  29 Cubs, 3 scouts, and over 10 adults, 
attended the aviation themed camp.  During the week the cubs took part in many activities including 
Swimming, Climbing, Quad biking, Caving, archery and visits to an aviation museum and the seaside. 
Once again thanks to the dedicated leader team, without them the camp would not happen.  As you 
can see we have been pretty busy. 
 
Thanks  
Akela (Phil Beal) 

 

Yellow Pack Photos, Chessington, Camp and Steam Train: 
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So Chessington and camp were clearly great.  Scroll on for steam train fun/ 
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In the above photo there’s a tell-tale sign that the adults were having as much 
enjoyment as the younger people! 
 
 

Animal Troop Report 
We offer a very warm welcome to several new members who have joined Animal Troop since 
April they are: Alexander Young, Evie Elgar, Freddie Pell, Bessie Emerson, Louis Cazemage 
and from Yellow pack are Kieran Bowen and Charlotte Tomlinson.  Welcome to you all. 
Unfortunately we had to say goodbye to some scouts: George, Jenson and Constantine.  We 
hope to see you all again. 
We have number of Badges gained, including outdoors Activity Challenge, Adventure 
Challenge and cooking Badge. 
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So what has Animal Troop been doing?  The scouts have done a whole variety of different 
things.  There was a water weekend at Thames Young Mariners thanks to Richard and Mark 
who took the time to be there for the weekend.  Animal and bird Troop went to Borough camp.  
Our thanks to bird Troop for letting us join them at Walton Firs.  The Troop had their summer 
camp in the Cotswolds which included a day trip to Cheddar Gorge and loads of activities.  
Our young scouts did their own master chef challenge with great results and tasty food. 
 
Our future events include: SCUBA diving, tenpin bowling, rifle shooting, horse riding and the 
group Carol sing song. 
 
A big thank you to all the leaders and partners who attended and helped at summer camp and 
all those behind the scenes who made it a great week.  
 
Alan Stacey Animal Troop 
 
You will now see some interesting photos of Animal Troop activities, including camping and 
cooking! 
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And a good time was clearly had by all!! 


